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A warm welcome 
to the central 
 railway station!

München Hauptbahnhof 
 – Munich’s central railway 
station – will be  reconstructed 
from the ground up in the 
next few years – to become 
a  modern station that is fit 
for the future. Read about 
what exactly is happening in 
these pages.

The central railway station is one of 
the largest transport hubs in Bavaria. 
The Munich metropolitan region is 
regarded as one of Germany’s growth 
centres and attracts thousands of 
commuters every day. Up to 840,000 
passengers are ferried through the 
city every working day by the S-Bahn 
commuter rail system – and a large 
number of them use the central 
station to change trains. Around 
450,000 travellers pass through the 
central station itself every day.

Munich’s growth and the increasing 
number of rail passengers means 
it is now necessary to increase the 
station’s capacity. To improve the 
existing S-Bahn and take the strain off 
the system, the State of Bavaria and 
Deutsche Bahn AG are planning to 
build a second tunnel for the main line 
together with an S-Bahn station at the 
central station. The ground-breaking 
took place at  Marienhof in 2017. 

The plans for the new central station 
are closely connected with this: 
A modern and efficient train station, 
integrated in the cityscape and fitting 
for a metropolis of a million residents, 
that will provide fast connections 
and well-functioning infrastructure is 
set to to emerge. Good accessibility, 
short links, a clear and simple signage 
system and attractive services and 
offers are important concerns of the 
state capital Munich, just as they are 
for Deutsche Bahn AG and the State 
of Bavaria. Which means a station 
where you feel more than welcome!

Inside the old station 
building
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München Hauptbahnhof – The new central railway station  

An overview

The heart of the new München 
Hauptbahnhof will be a new station 
building. It provides the transition from 
the city and the station forecourt at 
Bahnhofplatz to the trains. Created 
by the Munich architectural office of 
Auer Weber, the design puts the focus 
on transparency. The façades and the 
roof are made of glass, which allows 
natural illumination of the interior. 
Inside the station building, waiting 
areas, shops, bars and restaurants will 
make the stay there more pleasant. 
A new S-Bahn station for the second 
main line will be located around 
40 metres beneath the new station 
building. This depth is necessary 
because several underground rail lines 
(U-Bahn) and the existing main line 
intersect higher up. Lifts and escal-
ators in a central access building, the 
“Nukleus”, will connect the station 
building with the new S-Bahn lines.

In addition to the “Nukleus”, a 
provisional structure will be built for 
the planned U9 line. The U9 link is 
intended to take the strain off the full 
network and especially the inner city 
train stations. Because work has 
already started on the second main 
line and on the new building at the 
central station, it has been decided to 
implement an integrated end-to-end 
solution with the construction of the 
provisional structure for the U9 line: 

sharing a common timeframe, the 
three major construction sites will save 
time and money.

Access to the new central station will 
also be provided in the future through 
three squares. The most prominent 
of these is Bahnhofplatz, which will 
extend to link the old town with the 
station building and which is to be 
redesigned. As the “gate to the old 
town”, the square will feature more 
welcoming qualities for people to 
spend time there and offer a more 
enjoyable experience for arriving 
travellers and visitors. The northern 
and southern forecourts will also be 
redesigned with a new traffic system. 

The station in the Starnberg wing – 
today’s point of arrival and departure 
for passengers travelling, for example, 
in the direction of Tegernsee and 
Schliersee on tracks 27 to 36 – offers 
something of a structural contrast from 
the main station. The current building 
will be replaced by a new structure in 
which retail and restaurant facilities will 
play a role. At a height of 69 metres, 
the tallest point of the new building 
will be visible from a distance and 
stand as a landmark in the city. Space 
for offices and a bar will be created on 
the top floor. 

But it won’t be just new buildings 
that will make up the future München 
Hauptbahnhof. The roof of the 
train shed is a listed monument and 
will be retained and modernised. 
The platforms at the stations of the 
Starnberg and Holzkirchen wings 
are being gradually be converted to 
provide barrier-free access.

Bottom: The ticket hall of 
the Starnberg wing is 
used only as a passageway 
to the platforms today.

Top: München Hauptbahnhof 
will also be a terminus in 
the future. The train shed will 
be retained.
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Station building 
The station building will 
be rebuilt to form the transition 
from the city and Bahnhofplatz 
to the platforms.

“Nukleus” 
The infrastructure in the new station 
building will allow passengers coming from 
the second trunk line to access S-Bahn 
trains of the existing main line, trains of 
underground lines 1/2 and 4/5 and trains of 
local and intercity railway systems. 

Bahnhofplatz 
Bahnhofplatz will feature a 
more open and attractive 
design as well as a new traffic 
system.

Southern forecourt 
The southern forecourt on 
Bayerstraße will be reconfigured. 
The high level of pedestrian traffic 
coming from the southern area 
of the station will be taken into 
account in the process.

Holzkirchen wing
Platforms 5 to 11 have 
been converted to provide 
barrier-free access.

New S-Bahn station and new subway U9
One of the three new stations that will 
be built for the second main line will be 
located at a depth of 40 metres below 
ground. This will be supplemented by a 
provisional structure for the planned 

“U9 relief link”, which also leads through 
the central station and is located under 
the concourse of the train shed.

Train shed
The listed“Krupp” roof will be 
retained and modernised.

Schützenstraße
East of the central station

Plans and developments 
at a glance

Bayerstraße
South of the central station

5

München Hauptbahnhof – The new central railway station  

Northern forecourt 
The northern forecourt on 
Arnulfstraße will be restructured 
for traffic purposes. Delivery 
vans and emergency vehicles 
will be taken into consideration 
here, as will short-stay parking 
spaces.

The Starnberg wing with 
high point
After the Starnberg wing 
is demolished, a new building 
with areas for offices, retail 
outlets and bars and restaurants 
will be developed on the site, 
together with a high point as 
a landmark.

Arnulfstraße
North of the central station

Access to the “Nukleus”

The station building seen from Schützenstraße

View of Bahnhofplatz
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The station 
building

The façade of the old 
station building

The interior of the old station building 
with a view of the ticket hall

The future station building will host the entrance to the 
“Nukleus” and to the second trunk line

The future station building viewed 
from Schützenstraße

The heart of the München 
Hauptbahnhof, the gateway to 
the old town, the place where 
commuters get on and off their 
trains, a ticket hall, and a hub 
and pivot for travellers – the 
station building performs many 
functions. The most important 
one is to offer clear and simple 
directions, a pleasant stay 
and services providing for an 
enjoyable journey. 

Because the old station building is no 
longer fit for the times and no longer 
fulfils many of the functions mentioned 
above, large parts of it need to give way 
to a new and modern building. Parts 
of this will be constructed in parallel 
with the works on the second trunk 
line in order to keep the inconvenience 
for commuters to a minimum.

The station building has been character-
ised since 1953 by a glazed, elongated 
hall with a steel structure extending 
174 metres in length and a light metal 
façade reaching 21 metres in height. 
The Munich-based architectural office 
of Auer Weber has picked up on the 
transparency afforded by the station 
building as a core element in its design 
for the new building. Large windows 
open up the view both into the interior 
and out to Bahnhofplatz and the old 
town. The roof allows daylight to flood 
in all the way down to the building’s 
basement floors.

In the future, numerous paths will 
cross in the new station building and 
lead on from there in every direction. 
It is not only long-distance travellers 
who will walk through the fully glazed 
entrance hall. A new station, around 
40 metres underground and accessed 
via escalators, express elevators and 
stairs in the “Nukleus”, will also await 
passengers from the S-Bahn here in 
the future.

What’s more, there will be space for 
shops, service facilities and leisure 
areas in the future. Waiting areas, 
toilets and washrooms and lockers for 
travellers will be installed in the upper 
floors. But new functions will also be 
added, including areas for conferences, 
events and offices. A new shopping 
arcade running parallel to the neigh-
bouring concourse is an invitation to a 
pleasant stroll.
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München Hauptbahnhof – The new central railway station  

Bahnhofplatz – 
The station 
square

View from Elisenhof to the old Bahnhofplatz 
and station building

Design of the new station building and a 
transformed Bahnhofplatz

Bahnhofplatz is set to become 
more attractive as the “gateway 
to the old town” and offer a 
better link from the station 
building to the pedestrian zone 
in Schützenstraße. The new 
building of the central station 
will allow the square to be 
reconfigured and upgraded 
with a new traffic system. The 
connections between local 
public transport and cycling and 
pedestrian options will also be 
optimised.

It is not only the central station 
itself that is an important transport 
hub. Bahnhofplatz is one as well. 
Characterized by the tracks running 
north to south for eight tram and three 
night tram lines, Bahnhofplatz can 
also be reached by a bus line and by 
car, taxi or bicycle.

Increasing passenger numbers, the 
greater frequency of services resulting 
from that as well as longer trams 
mean that a third, temporary tramway 
will already be required during the 
construction work for the station 
building, and this is scheduled to be 
built in 2020. The final layout of the 
tram tracks will be examined as part 
of traffic concept. Several variants 
for the course of the tracks are under 
discussion.

Today, pedestrians have to cross four 
lanes of traffic to get from the central 
station to the old town. Alleviating 
Bahnhofplatz of the strain placed on it 
by cars and other vehicles – and thus 
providing more equal opportunities 
for all road users – was already up for 
debate when the call for entries to the 
design competition was announced. 
A car-free zone between the station 
building and Schützenstraße would 
create a smooth transition to the 
old town and significantly improve 
the situation for pedestrians. In-depth 
studies on a traffic management 

system providing a great deal of 
space and also on opening up direct 
access to the central station are 
currently in process.

Bahnhofplatz remains an important 
element of the network of cycle paths, 
which it is important to expand still 
further. Cars and taxis will also be able 
to reach the station in the future via 
the northern and southern forecourts.

The state capital Munich is in charge 
of remodelling Bahnhofplatz. The aim 
is to make it easier to change trains, 
trams and buses, etc., by readjusting 
the various functions. Upgraded urban 
development and barrier-free access 
to the square will be created. This will 
also meet the desires of the residents 
of the neighbourhood south of the 
station. The surrounding districts will 
also benefit from the redesign. Creating 
a clear and open space will increase 
the quality of stay and the perceived 
social safety and security. The city of 
Munich wants to offer everyone who 
passes through the square an attractive 
place for starting their onward journey 
and for lingering for a while.
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The “Krupp” roof above the tracks 
allows daylight into the interior of the 
central station.

View from the train shed to the concourse 
in the direction of the future ticket hall of the 
new station building (draft)

The train shed with the “Krupp” roof 
in 2019

The train shed
Several elements of the 
existing building will be retained 
when the new central station 
is constructed: the railway 
lines, the roof of the listed 
train shed, the concourse and 
the platforms.

München Hauptbahnhof will continue 
to be a terminus where the railway 
tracks end at the buffers: all long-
distance trains and numerous local 
trains drive into the train shed and 
drive out again in the opposite 
direction. 

The listed platform hall with its canopy 
– known as the “Krupp” roof – will 
be modernised. Covering around 
29,000 square metres, the construc-
tion will have to be upgraded because 
of strictly worded requirements 
for flat roofs. To date, the supporting 
structure has been reinforced in order 
to reduce the work of the winter 
services on the roof after heavy snow 
has fallen. 

To ensure shorter links, Deutsche 
Bahn and the State of Bavaria 
are examining the feasibility of a 
footbridge as a second option for 
crossing the train shed.

Made of glass and steel and around 140 metres wide and 210 metres long, 

the “Krupp” roof spans the two-bay train shed and platforms 11 to 26. Based on 

a design submitted by the companies Krupp, Rheinhausen and Maurer & Söhne 

of Munich, the train shed was built from 1958 to 1960 under the direction of 

Franz Hart. It was a very unusual steel construction for its time, as the flat roof 

is supported only by perimeter columns and a number of central columns. The 

train shed is therefore important as a technical monument.
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The northern forecourt viewed from the 
Starnberg wing in 2019

Design for the northern forecourt on 
Arnulfstraße with access to the trains

The northern 
and southern 
forecourts
In addition to Bahnhofplatz, 
the central station is framed 
by two other squares: the 
northern and southern fore-
courts. The northern forecourt 
connects to the Starnberg 
wing, the southern forecourt 
to the neighbouring station 
district. Both squares will 
be reconfigured with a new 
traffic system. 

It is planned to turn the two forecourts 
into clear and open hubs and links 
to provide better networking between 
local, regional and long-distance 
transport with simpler street connec-
tions, especially to the neighbouring 
districts. The aim of this reorganisation 
of functions is to provide equal access 
for users and to make it easier to 
get around. The surrounding district 
will then benefit from short, safe 
routes, from lively connections and 
from a upgrade to the quality of the 
squares, where a large number of 
functions overlap and make everything 
feel cramped.

The northern forecourt will be divided 
in the future into an access area at 
street level and an elevated entrance 
area. Access will be barrier-free. Parking 
spaces for people with disabilities, for 
short-stay parking, for taxis and cyclists 
are to be installed for the most part 
on the lower level. The bus stops 
and crossings to the tram stop will be 
retained. Federal and state police will 
maintain a presence on-site.

The southern forecourt, located along 
Bayerstraße, will also include parking 
spaces for people with disabilities, for 
short-stay parking, for taxis and cyclists. 
As a large number of travellers are on 
their way to the hotels in the district 
south of the station or in the city centre, 
special attention is being paid to the 
high level of pedestrian traffic. The 
connections between local, regional 
and long-distance transport options will 
be given a simpler and clearer design 
involving crossings to the tram stops.
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The Starnberg 
wing

The existing Starnberg wing 
will be replaced by a new 
building and a distinctive high 
point will be added. As a 
landmark standing around 
69 metres tall, this will form 
part of the city skyline. 

The Starnberg wing was constructed 
in 1893 initially as a temporary wooden 
annexe. Its ten railway lines meant 
a significant expansion of the central 
station. After it was destroyed in the 
Second World War, the Starnberg wing 
was replaced in 1950 by a new building 
based on plans by Heinrich Gerbl. 
The building with the colonnade and 
the red façade was used far more 
then than it is today: in earlier times 
travellers bought their tickets here 
in the counter hall before taking their 
train to Starnberg and destinations 
on the way.

Today, this is where passengers board 
local trains going to Allgäu, Kochel 
am See or Garmisch-Partenkirchen. 
But the station has long since lost 
its independent role. A large number 
of shops have shut, there is hardly 

The Starnberg wing 
and the northern forecourt 
in 2019

In the future, the 
northern forecourt will 
enjoy a more modern 
and relaxed appearance – 
with a striking high point 
as a landmark.

any seating available – the “station” 
functions only as a passageway to 
platforms 27 to 36. The Kindermuseum 
for children currently calls the Starnberg 
wing its home.

The future will paint a new picture. 
The Starnberg wing will be demolished – 
the construction of an office building 
will follow. The basic five-story building 
along Arnulfstraße will match the 
skyline of the neighbouring building 
stock. Retail shops, bars and restaur-
ants, and a food market will take up 
residence on the ground floor. The 
high-rise will be set back from Arnulf-
straße towards the railway tracks, and 
with its 17 stories forms a distinctive 
structure. It will house offices, while 
bars and restaurants are planned for 
the “crown” at the top.

Barrier-free access and simple access 
points are a key principle of the plans. 
Starting from Arnulfstraße and turning 
right at the new building, travellers will 
in future be able to take a direct route 
via stairs or lifts to the platform area. 
Starting from 2021, the platform 
concourse will be barrier-free to make 
it easier for all travellers to get on 
and off their trains.
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The Holzkirchen 
wing

München Hauptbahnhof is 
home to another station: 
the Holzkirchen wing to the 
south. The platforms were 
modified to provide barrier-free 
access in 2017 and 2018.

Looking for platforms 5 to 10? Then 
you need to head to the platform area 
in the south part of the train shed 
in the outside area on Bayerstraße: 
the Holzkirchen wing. As with the 
Starnberg wing, the name comes from 
the destination of the trains that used 
to depart from here. Today, Rosenheim, 
Kufstein, Mühldorf and Salzburg are the 
most frequent destinations from here.

This part of the station was originally 
the location of sidings used to load 
beer shipments from the breweries 
established in the surrounding areas. 
The expansion of the central station 
by this annexe was completed in 1921 
after being delayed by the First World 
War. Holzkirchen station was badly 
damaged in the Second World War; 
one wing is still standing. The corner 
pavilion with the hipped roof and 
façade in the Neo-Baroque style by 
Karl Haßlauer is a listed monument. 
With the addition of the Holzkirchen 
and Starnberg annexes, the former 
central station had reached the size 
it is today.

The platforms at the Holzkirchen 
station were modified to be barrier-free 
in 2017 and 2018, fitted with tactile 
paving for the visually impaired and 
raised in order to provide level access 
to the trains. So that the route to 
Holzkirchen station is protected from 
the weather, platform 11, which 
extends 218 metres to the main hall, 
will be provided with a roof. 

The platforms at 
Holzkirchen station 
were converted to 
provide barrier-free 
access in 2017 
and 2018.

Platforms 5 to 10 of 
the station at the 
Holzkirchen wing in 2019
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Cycling
A significant improvement 
in the situation for cyclists is 
planned at the new central 
station. Not only will access 
be made simpler and safer, 
but around 3,000 spaces for 
parking bikes will be installed 
in the immediate vicinity.

Bicycles are an important means 
of transport in Munich, and they are 
frequently used to get to the station. 
An important north-south ring road 
passes through Bahnhofplatz, which 
is why the accessibility of the central 
railway station for cyclists from the 
surrounding city districts and from the 
Altstadtring – the ring road around 
the old town – needs to be optimised. 
A detailed traffic concept will show 
exactly how.

An increasing need for cyclists to 
have places to park their bikes has also 
been studied. Today, there are only 
700 permanently installed spaces for 

Bicycles are frequently 
parked in a disorderly 
way around the central 
station, as here on 
the southern forecourt 
in 2019.

parking bikes available at the central 
station. Yet far more bikes are parked 
here every day, often in an uncoordi-
nated way, which restricts access to 
the station.

Local bike-and-ride facilities are planned 
to remedy the situation. Projections 
forecast a need for 3,000 parking 
spaces. Because there is little space 
in the area around the station, the 
city is in intensive consultations with 
Deutsche Bahn and the municipal 
utilities. Several locations for larger 
parking facilities have already been 
examined in a feasibility study. One 
proposal provides for a multi-storey 
bike park on Arnulfstraße. The city is 
currently in negotiations on this with 
Deutsche Bahn.  

Deutsche Bahn will additionally 
provide bike parking spaces for the 
users of the offices and businesses 
in the new station building and in the 
new building in the Starnberg wing. 
Alternatives will be provided in the 
area around the central station for as 
long as construction work is being 
carried out on the site of the station.
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Procedures
The construction of the new 
central station is highly complex. 
The planning, approval and 
construction phases will take 
several years.

Various approval procedures have to be 
undergone for the station building and 
the Starnberg wing.

Station building
A planning approval process is 
neces sary to obtain planning permis-
sion for the new station building. 
As the building contractor, DB Station 
& Service AG has submitted the 
application for this planning approval 
process to the Eisenbahn-Bundesamt 
(EBA – German Federal Railway 
Authority). EBA will examine DB’s 
documents and forward them to 
the government of Upper Bavaria, 
which will institute the consultation 
procedure.

Starnberg wing
Two procedures are required for the 
Starnberg wing: a planning approval 
process will be conducted for the 
dismantling and withdrawal from public 
use of the Starnberg wing station 
building, which is going to be replaced. 
DB Station & Service AG has applied 
for this planning approval process and 
submitted the documents to EBA. 

A project-specific development plan 
will be drawn up for the construction 
of the new building complex. The 
decision to initiate the procedure for 
this development plan was taken by 
the Munich city council in the summer 
of 2018. 

Information and consultation 
Information on the plans for the new 
central station, on the new building 
to be constructed on the site of the 
Starnberg wing and on the second 
trunk line can be found on the websites 
of Deutsche Bahn and the state capital 
Munich. What’s more, several events, 
exhibitions and publications have been 
and are being held on the various 
stages of the plans.

Citizens will be involved in the planning 
procedures at various stages. 

For the two planning approval pro -
cesses for the station building 
and the dismantling of the building at 
the Starnberg wing, the planning 
documents will be made available for 
inspection for a month at the state 
capital Munich in the course of the 
consultation procedure conducted by 
the government of Upper Bavaria. 
Objections can be filed in writing to 
the government of Upper Bavaria; DB 
will have to issue written comments 
on these. The government of Upper 
Bavaria will examine the opinions and, 
if necessary, hold a public hearing at 
which the questions and criticisms 
will be discussed. It will then prepare 
a final opinion. The Federal Railway 
Authority will subsequently examine 
all of the facts, request any improve-
ments that may be necessary and 
issue the planning approval notices.

Citizens will be formally involved 
in the course of the development plan 
process for the new construction of 
the building complex at the Starnberg 
wing. For example, the public can 
submit opinions on the draft develop-
ment plans during two public consulta-
tions, which will each last one month: 
during the “early notification” in 
accordance with section 3(1) of the 
Baugesetzbuch (Building Code) and 
later during the “public consultation” 
in accordance with section 3(2) of the 
Building Code. The opinions submitted 
will be examined and evaluated by 
the Referat für Stadtplanung und 
Bauordnung (Department of Urban 
Planning and Building Regulation) and 
will then be included in the subse-
quent decisions of the city council 
(approval and resolution).

The early public consultation (section 
3(1) of the Building Code) for the 
new building at the Starnberg wing 
was held in the autumn of 2018. 

For more information
www.hbf-muc.de 
www.muenchen.de/hbf
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Milestones

1958–1960 
The façade section is rebuilt with 
a relief above the main entrance 
by Heinrich Gerbl and an aluminium 
mosaic by Rupprecht Geiger.

1839
Munich’s first railway station, 
a wooden structure in Marsfeld, 
is erected.

1847
The building is destroyed in a fire.

1848–1849
The new Munich “Central Station” is 
built based on plans designed by 
Friedrich Bürklein as a terminus with a 
new station concourse and a large 
wooden station building in the vicinity 
of Karlstor am Stachus.

1944–1945 
The site is destroyed during an air raid.

1948–1953 
The station building is rebuilt.

Bahnhofplatz in November 1954

Bahnhofplatz in October 1956

1953 
The northern ticket hall is rebuilt.
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2016 
The city council adopts a resolution 
approving the framework agreements for 
the new station building and the building 
on the site of the Starnberg wing 
between the state capital Munich and 
Deutsche Bahn AG.

2017 
Work commences on the second 
main line.

With wide approval, the Committee for 
Urban Design takes note of the design 
for the new central station that has 
been further developed by Auer Weber.

2017–2019 
The station at the Holzkirchen wing is 
converted to barrier-free access – the 
platform is raised, and a roof is built.

2018 
The decision is taken to initiate the 
project-specific development plan with 
open space planning no. 2002a.

A public hearing is held on the new 
building on the site of the Starnberg 
wing as part of the early public 
consultation on the project-specific 
development plan.

2019 
The former ticket hall is demolished.

1959–1960 
A roof by Franz Hart is built over the 
railway tracks.

Bahnhofplatz in 1960 with the newly erected station 
building designed by Heinrich Gerbl. The bluish 
mosaic “Alpenrelief” by the artist Rupprecht Geiger, 
the large clock and the canopy, known as the 
“Mushroom”, become icons.

The clock and the listed plate relief will find 
a new home in the new building.

1972 
The S-Bahn commuter train network 
comes into operation.

1983 
The building interior is modernised, 
businesses, bars and restaurants 
move in.

2002 
Calls are made for entries to an urban 
development design competition for 
the new central station building and 
for the redesign of the forecourts by 
DB Station & Service AG in close 
consultation with the State of Bavaria 
and the state capital Munich. 

2006 
The Munich-based office Auer Weber is 
named the winner of the competition.

2013 
The first conceptual study for the design 
of the forecourts is commissioned.

2015 
The city council adopts a resolution 
approving the further development 
of the plans for the station building and 
the Starnberg wing.
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